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1.  Knowing if the student is progressing

in relationship to grade level standards is

2.  Knowing if the student is progressing

at a yearly rate that demonstrates

readiness for the next grade level

3.  Knowing that the student has a grasp

of the course content

4.   Knowing how well the student is

interacting socially and emotionally with

others

5.  Knowing how much effort the student

is putting into his/her work

very important important not important
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BACKGROUND

Parents, staff and community were invited to provide AS#1 with input on the adoption of a consistent student progress report to be utilized by all staff at AS#1 and would be in compliance with the non-grading policy settlement agreement of April 2003.

In total 25 staff and parents participated in this survey.

Participants were asked to rate the attributes of a progress report indicating if they were very important, important or not important.  The follow graph illustrates the results of that assessment.

RESULTS
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POTENTIAL PROGRESS REPORT TEMPLATES

In addition, the participants were given an opportunity to review four options currently in use in the SPS District and/or at AS#1.  They were asked to rate each option as Red = not acceptable, Yellow = could live with or Green = preferred choice.

Participants were encouraged to also provide narrative comments.  Those comments were captured verbatim and provided following the graph for each option.

OPTION 1

[image: image2.emf]0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Option 1:  Seattle

Public School

Student Progress

Report for K-5th

(large page two

sided document)

Red Yellow Green


Comments:

· Green - with meaningful narrative accompanying.

· Not a choice

· Green with the addition of a one-page or so narrative

· Yellow with the extra info of the DRA report and a note from the teacher with more detailed info about the student’s strength, weakness, etc.

· Yellow with some narrative communications and self assessment

OPTION 2
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Option 2: 

Developmental

Student

Progress Report

Grades K-8 used

in the past at AS#

(long multi-page

document)

Red Yellow Green


Comments:

· I understand this format is very labor intensive, but I do not see a suitable alternative for Grades K-5.

· #3 choice

· Red because it is absolutely cumbersome for teachers to complete and it was never used consistently from teacher to teacher.  And very confusing for non-teachers to understand.

OPTION 3
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Option 3:  Seattle

Public School The

Source (On-line

daily progress

reporting) and a

standard report card

format (like used in

HS) for 7-8th 

Red Yellow Green


Comments:

· Yellow - with meaningful narrative attached.

· Is it possible to apply this option to Elementary cores as well?

· Narrative needed!  I don’t like the inflexibility.

· #2 choice

· Must include narrative & life skills.  I like the option that allows teachers flexibility to manipulate and provide stories re: the student’s thinking.  I do want reduced labor for teachers, and ideally something that can be used for all 9 grades at AS#1 and provides the same quality of communication across teachers.

· Yellow with an extra note from the teacher about specific strengths, concerns, etc.

· Yellow only if narrative comments and assessment of life and learning skills is included

· Yellow – best for 4th and up

OPTION 4
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Option 4:  AS#1

Student

Progress Report

for K -8 (used at

AS#1 in the past

by some

teachers)

Red Yellow Green


Comments:

· I marked this yellow but could live with this one

· Really like having narrative built into standards section. Also really like child self-assessment included.

· Perhaps adding in or adapting life & learning skills….Kids’ self assessment, combining narrative with standards of progress.

· #1 choice but add a student self-assessment or student lead conference.  Short narrative assessment is essential

· Yellow - only because the teachers were not consistent in the way they used this report

· It’s unclear to me how the first two pages would be used.  I am concerned it would be very variable from teacher to teacher.

GENERAL COMMENTS

· I like narratives and individual comments the most.

· Would rather have 1 progress report for K-8 instead of 2.

· Like Option 4 if we could adopt the social/emotional piece of Option 1.

· I would like to see the development of a format which suits the needs of our Alternative School, and yet is not heavily labor intensive.  We need to see developmental progress (non-graded) alongside Standards of Progress, alongside a narrative from teachers and the child’s self-assessment.

· Students in Grades 7th - 8th must have a tools that they understand before exiting to high school and entering schools with grading policies.  

· K-6 and 7th/8th must have different progress reports.

· The Source for 5 - 6

· Consistent K-6 and 7, 8th

· Would love a combination of Option 3 and Option 4 for 6 - 8/7-8.  The Source for daily/assignment/performance and Option 4 periodically 2 or 3 x/year

· Developmentally appropriate versus “grade level standards”, EALRs/GLES

· Not enough space on Option1 for Art.  No space for Art on Option 2 or Option 4.

· I will add a narrative to each report.

· I am in favor of a process report that has narrative and accounts for assignments completed by without letter grads.  I know that middle schools grades do not apply to a high school transcript.  The credit given for WA State History is not recorded as a letter grade on high school transcript, just checked off as ”credit earned”.

A non-graded system is one remaining difference that distinguished AS#1 from other schools.  If children or families feel students “need” grades to provide motivation, we can refer them to the account of assignments completed and the assessment of work done. 

I think we should talk with them about the history and values of AS#1,and the intrinsic meaning of grades, evaluation, teacher and self-assessment.

We should also discuss multiple intelligences and all the different ways that people can be assessed on their own strengths, as well as the predominantly print-oriented strengths measured by typical school “grades”.  I would be happy to be on a task force that generates a statement regarding the meaning of grades and the alternative thinking of AS#1 from its inception about grading.
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